
 

    1 
 

The World Association of Beet and Cane Growers (WABCG) is the international organisation which groups together the national and regional 
associations of sugar beet and sugar cane growers at international level. WABCG has 36 member associations and unites over 5 million sugar 
beet and sugar cane growers from the five continents. WABCG is present in over 30 countries, producing 60% of world sugar production. 

 
www.wabcg.org  

News from WABCG                                  MAY 2021 
Editorial 
In my country, the harvest campaign has just begun 
and we are realizing the impact of the drought we had 

one month ago: we may lose 
up to 15 % of our potential! In 
the same period, I have just 
read that the frost in Europe 
destroyed almost 10 % of 
French sugar beet acreage. 
Last month, we all read in 
‘News from WABCG’ that a cy-
clone, early March, damaged 
20 % of the sugarcane crop in 
areas of the far North in Aus-
tralia, and that Mauritius also 

suffered from climatic conditions during the last cam-
paign. I could go on listing all the suffering regions, but 
I won’t have enough room here to do so! 

Climate change is a reality for us, farmers. Farmers, 
every day and everywhere in the world, play their role 
in mitigating climate change, by adapting practices 
(see how rare the places are now where cane is burnt, 
for instance) and proposing new solutions for users 
(see how ethanol can mitigate the use of fossil fuels). 

But we need to repeat that farmers are also amongst 
the most vulnerable to climate change. Capricious cli-
mate is the new reality. For sure, this will increase vol-
atility on markets, but it will also increase volatility in 
farmers’ income. How can we find a solution to this? 

Insurance schemes are useful tools that should be en-
couraged around the world. But they can’t do every-
thing when we see the challenges in front of us. Agri-
cultural public policies should also play their role on 
this subject, and it should be encouraged that, every-
where in the world, public policies should be encour-
aged to help the stabilization of farmers’ income; they 
are the first victims of climate change! 

 
Eduardo Romão,  
President WABCG 

 
 
 
 
 
 

News from Mexico 
Last season (2019-2020), we suffered a severe 
drought in vast sugar cane producing areas. Average 
cane yield showed a huge contraction of 11.4%, from 
70.94 to 62.89 tonnes per hectare. Also, in Factory 
yield we had a 5% loss and Sugar Yield per hectare di-
minished from 
near 8 to 6.737 
tonnes per hec-
tare, a reduction of 
15.7%.  

Sugar production 
showed a reduc-
tion of more than 
7.7 million tonnes 
of cane harvested 
and sugar produc-
tion reached just 
5.278 million 
tonnes, that figure was 1.147 Mt below the previous 
campaign 2018-2019. An estimated of 25+ thousand 
hectares were confirmed as total loss of the crop, only 
783,486 hectares were harvested from an estimated 
area of 810,000 hectares. 

At present, the 2020-2021 campaign shows better 
numbers, but the sequel of last year drought is still 
felt. During the growing season the rain presence 
stopped abruptly in October last year, some rain, be-
low normal averages, was registered during the win-
ter months in the Gulf Coast and Southeastern areas, 
but mainly of the sugar cane regions in the country 
there´s been no rain. 

This Season most recent estimates, predict a harvest 
of 795 thousand hectares, 52.5 million tonnes of cane, 
and a national production of 5.86 million metric 
tonnes of sugar. The campaign has advanced steadily 
to an 85% of the area and sugar production estimates. 
From the 49 operating mills, 11 has finished their har-
vest, it´s expected that all mills are to finish without 
trouble. Is important to mention that one mill (Aaron 
Saenz Garza – Ed&F Man) closed its operations, the 
cane area is being crushed through nearby mills. 
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SEASON 2020-2021 
 

ESTIMATE REAL (APRIL 24, 
2021) WEEK 30 

AREA HARVESTED 795,257-00 HA 679,024-00 HA 

CANE CRUSHED 52’504,532 TON 46’057,363 TON 

CANE YIELD – TCH 66.022 TCH 67.829 TCH 

SUGAR PRODUCED 5’862,578 TON 5´116,036 TON 

OPERATING MILLS 49 37  

ADVANCE  85% 

 

Mexico is a regular surplus cane sugar producer; at 
normal or average conditions the Country is able to 
process more than 6.5 million tonnes of sugar yearly. 
The domestic use of sugar is calculated at around 4 
million tonnes, Mexican exports may reach up to 2.5 
million tonnes. Export sales are sent to the US under 
the restrictions set by the Suspension Agreements up 
to the authorized Export Quota, also Mexican sugar is 
supplied to processors who manufacture sugar con-
taining products for export and the remainder of the 
national production is exported to World Market. 

MEXICAN CANE SUGAR – PRODUCTION & MARKETS 

(METRIC TONNES) 

 Z-18/19 Z-19/20 Z-20/21 
(Estímate) 

SUGAR 
PRODUC-
TION 

6,425,919 5,278,320 5,872,578 

DOMESTIC 4,091,920 4,101,111 4,009,309 

EXPORTS 2,581,462 1,542,972 1,830,936 

USA 1,000,621 1,182,546 794,146 

PROCES-
SORS (IM-
MEX) 

396,759 329,749 330,000 

WORLD 
MARKET 

1,184,082 30,677 706,790 

 

With average weather conditions, the Mexican Sugar 
Cane Growers cultivate more than 900K hectares, 
from which the Industry processes 800K+ hectares 

and considering an average yield of 70 TCH, has a po-
tential to harvest 56-58 million tonnes of cane, pro-
ducing 6.4 to 6.6 million tonnes of sugar, 2.2 million 
tonnes of molasses, 13.8 million litres of alcohol, 16 
million tonnes of bagasse and cogenerate 1,224 GWh 
of electricity. In the Mexican economy, the sugarcane 
growers and processors generate 11.61% of the Food 
Industry GDP. 

From last season, due to less sugar production, do-
mestic prices has shown some strength, maintaining 
a level of MXP$16,000.00 per tonne of bagged stand-
ard sugar (800USD/tonne or US36 CVS/lb). Exports to 
USA are quoted with the Contract 16 and World Mar-
ket Exports with Contract 11. 

Cane Sugar price is calculated with the weighted price 
corresponding of the different destination markets, 
corresponding to the grower 57% of the determined 
Sugar Reference Price. At the time a value of 8 Mexi-
can pesos (USD 0.40) is the price for each KARBE unit 
(Recoverable Standard Sugar), Average KARBE yield 
per tonne of cane is 117, each Mill, supervised by 
growers’ technicians, through a common formula cal-
culates cane quality individually. The quality range 
varies from lows of 95 to 140, averaging this year 117 
Kilograms of KARBE. 

COVID-19 is still one of the main concerns, growers 
and mills put a lot of effort to emphasize the im-
portance on taking precautionary measures in all the 
activities related to the sugar cane harvest, now 
there´s been no reports of contagion of field and har-
vest workers. There´s been some office people in-
fected, both form mill and canegrowers organisation 
employees. 

Mexico is suffering a terrible situation through this 
COVID-19 pandemic. Registering 2.33 million cases 
and lamentably, officially, more than 215K people has 
died because of this disease. Vaccination is advancing, 
slowly but advancing. Official figures are showing less 
daily contagions, we really hope the World soon over-
comes this situation. 

Carlos Blackaller, President  
Unión Nacional de Cañeros, A. C. – CNPR, Mexico 
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News from Finland 
The last growing season was challenging in Finland. 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 40% of the seeds had 
to be dressed with other active substances than ne-
onicotinoids. Crops had to be 
sprayed extra times with insecti-
cides and nevertheless the con-
trol effect was weaker than de-
sired. In any case, seed germina-
tion and emergence difficulties 
were observed in the seeds. As a 
result, the crops remained 
sparse in many places. The spring 
was cold, which made it difficult 
for the beet to emerge. Intermit-
tent heat waves and drought 
during the summer weakened 
crop expectations in some 
places. Yield variations were ex-
ceptionally high. In the end, the 
beet harvest was close to the av-
erage of the previous five years. 

 

In a few years, the Conviso Smart 
method (Ed: Conviso Smart method is the combined 
used of seeds sold by KWS and a large spectrum herb-
icide sold by Bayer: seeds sold by KWS are called 
Smart, which provide non-GMO beets that are toler-
ant to the Bayer herbicide called Conviso One) has be-
come very popular in Finland. Conviso Smart varieties 
account for more than 40% of the beet area. The 
method facilitates and simplifies weed control but re-
quires special care in the crop rotation and bolters re-
moval. Only certain crops are allowed in the summer 
after the varieties grown by the Conviso Smart 
method.  

 

The COVID-19 pandemic has remained under reason-
ably good control in Finland. At least so far, the dis-
ease has not caused major problems for farms. The 
availability of agricultural inputs has been good, and 
logistics have worked well. 

This spring’s sowings were stretched due to rain and 
a cool weather period, but there have been no major 
delays, so expectations are good so far. However, in 

the beginning of May the season is just beginning in 
Finland. 

 

The planning of the new common agricultural policy 
continues in the EU and in the EU 
member states, including Fin-
land. Strong emphasis on envi-
ronmental and climate action is a 
concern for farmers. New 
measures may have a negative 
impact at the pursuit of better 
beet yields in the coming years. 
Sugar beet itself is a good climate 
plant in terms of carbon seques-
tration during the growing sea-
son. Consideration of new, alter-
native uses for sugar beet is also 
just beginning. 

 

Finnish sugar beet growers ex-
pect the sugar market to rise in 
order to get a better price for 
sugar beets as well. Production 
costs are constantly rising, so in-

comes should also be on the desired upward trajec-
tory. 

Erno Toikka, President,  
MTK’s Sugar Beet Committee, Finland 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Save the dates! 
 

Virtual Australia: 
Monday, 7 June 2021: ‘Around the World’ 

Monday, 14 June 2021: ‘The Australian sugar sector’ 
Monday, 21 June 2021: ‘Private session’ 

 

WABCG meeting, London (UK) 
Monday, 22 November 2021 
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News from Belgium 
By the time you read this, beet sowing in Belgium 
should be completely finished. With the 2020/2021 
campaign fresh in our minds, what do we remember 
about this important step in the 
management of the upcoming 
crop? 

Despite all our efforts and en-
deavours, the conditions for the 
use of neonicotinoid (NNI) coated 
seeds, and more specifically in 
the succeeding crops which may 
follow the NNI coated crop in the 
rotation, have not been rea-
dapted to the current agronomic realities in Belgium. 
It is true that our new Federal Minister of Agriculture, 
David Clarinval, renewed the derogation on the use of 
NNIs as soon as he took office, and we thank him for 
that. However, during the 2020/2021 campaign, as in 
neighboring countries such as Germany, the Nether-
lands and especially France, significant infections of 
our fields by virus yellows appeared despite many fo-
liar treatments against the aphids that carry these vi-
ruses. This highlights the relevance of the use of NNI 
coated seeds.  

For the coming season and as decided by several 
other EU Member States, a derogation adapted to the 
current agronomic context is necessary in order to 
protect against a potential catastrophic situation, as 
experienced in France last year. 

Despite a very similar dossier and recent studies 
showing that it is possible to respect pollinators while 
using NNI-coated seeds in most of the current crop ro-
tations, we have not been heard. In fact, this decision 
of the approval committee places the Belgian sugar 
beet sector in a position of competitive disadvantage 
in relation to its close neighbors.  

In view of this, we are once again requesting, via the 
IRBAB (Royal Belgian Institute for the Improvement of 
Sugar Beet), two additional 120-day derogations for 
two aphicide products to combat the aphids that carry 
virus yellows. As last year, the IRBAB will regularly 
communicate advice and warnings based on its nu-
merous observation fields, representative of the 
whole Belgian beet territory. 

Secondly, together with all our neighbors who are 
members of the IIRB (International Institute for Beet 
Research), we will have to speed up the search for ef-
fective and applicable alternatives in the fight against 

virus yellows, using all possible 
means, without taboos and 
without increasing the produc-
tion costs of the crop.  

To do this, additional financial 
and human resources are abso-
lutely necessary. Through the 
IRBAB, we urgently appeal to all 
relevant public authorities. 
More than ever, synergies of ac-

tion between agricultural research centres and uni-
versities are essential. The political world must under-
stand that the challenge is great and that the success 
of our efforts will depend on the speed and quality of 
its decisions. 

The future of the sector and of those who make a liv-
ing from it directly and indirectly is at stake. Pragma-
tism must take precedence over any form of dogma-
tism!  In this respect, we would like to recall the com-
mitment of intentions of our federal government, 
which has decided to link its decisions essentially to a 
scientific argument. May these wise words also in-
spire, in the first instance, the regional governments 
and - why not? - other governments or even the Euro-
pean Commission ... 

Marcel Jehaes, President 
Peter Haegeman, General Secretary, 

Confédération des Betteraviers Belges, Belgium 
 
 

 


